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Project Title: Remembering the Past and Building the Future Together - Totalitarianism vs 

Tolerance 

Project Total Duration: 24 months  

Project End Date: 31-08-2016 

The rationale of the project 

 Anniversaries with an international significance (75 years of the outbreak of WW II in 2014, 

70th anniversary of D-Day in June, whilst in November 2014 the 25th anniversary of the fall of 

the Berlin Wall)  provided an important opportunity to remember the past and to strengthen 

working together with partner schools from other countries. Furthermore, even more up-to-date 

events in Europe raised the necessity to enable activities and projects that  helped students better 

understand their own culture’s past and present history and, equally importantly, that of other 

European countries too. 

Objectives pursued 

 It is necessary for our students to identify and understand their past in order to build their future. 

Such an essential awareness is part and parcel for the construction of their identity as citizens of 

their own country and on a larger scale as unified European citizens. Teaching such a period, 

which deals with totalitarianism, is an endless task we must continuously undertake to secure 

lasting peace amongst our nations. 

The students involved in the project were from diverse backgrounds and were not always used to 

being confronted with differences. Thus, being actively involved in a project together with 

students from other European countries facilitated open, reflective attitudes, and derived 

countless benefits from all our utilized forms of contact with their peers. 

Through a wide variety of encouraged activities, we expected a positive development of our 

students’ self-worth, together with a sense of identity and inclusion in response to the enriching 

experience of peer to peer cooperation. All those involved in our project could identify and put 

into practice how to be successful not only in communicating information but also in developing 

a deeper relationship, indeed friendships with people of other countries, cultures and beliefs. 



2 
 

During our project, students were afforded the opportunity to personally collect data, to 

disseminate either by stepping outside the classroom into their society in which they live, or a 

foreign society they subsequently visit, and/or via distance learning with the help of new 

technology (Internet) thus enhancing ICT uptake. Students became more aware of their own 

identities, assembled, examined and analyzed past and present aspects of their own country as 

well as those of other partner countries and made assorted comparisons. 

Our students could more fully realize how they are perceived by others, and gained an useful 

understanding of the identities and cultures of their peers with whom they  interacted. They could 

better learn how to avoid stereotypes when meeting new people and situations. They would 

develop a heightened empathy, open-mindedness and healthy respect for others, and soften 

ego/ethnocentric attitudes as the aim of our project was to promote inclusion through an act of 

remembrance. 

Expected results 

By working with countries that are members of the European Union we expected to build a sense 

of EU belonging, and a sentiment of European citizenship. Students could develop an 

understanding of other ways to think, behave and react. 

 Students improved their language skills. Learning a language implies a deeper knowledge and 

understanding of any new cultures, of which language is a vector. It enables to go beyond 

stereotypes. Language learning also develops the acknowledgment of differences and cultural 

diversity. Hence we expect our students to become more tolerant and to express a certain desire 

to communicate with strangers using a second language, to read foreign newspapers, listen to 

foreign radios and media. We anticipated that they would open up to the outside world, they 

would better know and undestand their own culture/ history and that of a different country. 

As our project involved the use of new technology, we further expected our students to reinforce 

their existing ICT skills and acquire new ICT skills. 
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Activities developed in the school 

 

1. Fall of the Berlin Wall Anniversary Exhibition 

As November 2014 was the occasion to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Berlin Wall, an 

exhibition was organized. It  meant a good starting point to reflect on the theme of our project. 

Students reflected on this very symbolic use of a line, the wall, seperating a country, separating 

two ideologies. They reflected on the periods of "before the creation of the Berlin Wall" (context, 

reasons of its creation) and "after the fall of the Wall" (impact, change - for whom? -etc). Our 

school teachers Viorica Oprea and Lenuta Dochia presented the historical events which led to 

both the building and the fall of the Berlin Wall. Students organised into groups made press 

review presentations and painted some paintings expressing their thoughts and feelings about the 

topic.  
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2. Exhibition of objects, pictures, photos related to totalitarianism 

 

Students collected from their grandparents or other relatives objects they still kept and date 

from the communist period. They were books, magazines, newspapers printed in those times, 

photos, school uniforms,coins and paper money, scarves, and so on. Since they are  authentic 

objects this could  be an important  aspect for students  to get in touch with them. Our history 

teachers pointed some aspects related to life as a pupil during communism.   

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

3. Interview with teachers and members of the local community  

The pupils recorded first-hand interviews with teachers and members of the local 

community. They chose the questions together with their project partners from France who sent 

their questions for the Romanian teachers who lived and worked during communism. 

Here you have fragmnets from the trascript: 

Catalina: Were you happy during communism? Did you live a better or a worse life?  

Dochia Lenuta: As a child I could say I was happy. I lived in a modest family, there weren’t 

many possibilities and there were no terms of comparison. I was about 10 as far as I remember. 

Dumitru Ciornei: When my colleague was 10 years old, I was much older and I could say I lived 

a moment if not unhappiness, one of disappointment. For me unhappiness is related more to 

personal feelings. I was about the years ’61-‘62 the time of the forced collectivism period. This 

meant people were not allowed to own the goods they worked so hard for. I remember a funny- 

sad moment. When I was 10-12 years old my parents and grandparents refused to sign the 

collectivization document and for 3 weeks they had to run away from the authorities. They hid in 

the forests or the corn field. Finally they had no choice but to accept it. My grandparent came in 

front of party commission, he didn’t want to sign and one of the members of this commission took 

some ink, put it on his nose and then stuck the paper to his nose instead of his signature. In this 

way people were forced to sign and accept collectivism. People had to give up everything they 

owned, the principle was that all the farms, the land, everything should have been owned by or 

for all the people in the country. It was a period of distress, I suffered too of course.    

Larisa: Did you support or rebel against the regime? How? 

Dumitru Ciornei: We were not allowed to revolt or protest. 

Ioan Roman: You could have been arrested in 10 seconds. 

Dumitru Ciornei: You could not rebel because we had families, obligations, if you had protested 

you could have become an outcast. We all contributed to the building of the communist society. 

For example this school was built by students supervised by engineers. We the students leveled 

the ground to build the stadium and carried the ground away, we as students used to lay the 

bricks for the school.  

Ioan Roman: It was a society where everyone had to work. If anyone denied working, you were 

sent to a forced work camp. There was a young man in our town that was sent to forced work to 

the People’s House. 

Emanuela: Which aspects from communism do you regret?  

Ioan Roma: There was a certain care for the safety of the family; large families were paid more 

money. There was less violence and strict rules at school 
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Mihaela : How was life during the end of communism ? 

Dumitru Ciornei: Between 1965 and 1975 there was a period of prosperity, one could buy 

anything. Starting with 1975 when the external duty had to be paid, goods started to miss in the 

shops. There was an external duty of 2.5 billion dollars to be paid and by 1989 everything was 

paid. 

Anamaria: Were you afraid to criticize the regime?  

 Lenuta Dochia: We were very attentive what we were talking. Our neighbors might have been 

informants. There were even people trained to provoke you and then you could have been 

arrested. 
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4.Reading Club 

Partners voted for the best story. Each country presented literature written by their own  

countrymen. Yet, as the project had a European dimension it could also be a good opportunity to 

discover other European writers such as Swedish author Annika Thor who wrote a series 

(designed for young people) about two Jewish sisters being sent to Sweden to be saved from the 

Holocaust (A Faraway Island). Pupils from all countries presenedt the three best known writers 

who mirrored in their literary works aspects  related to totalitarianism. Results were posted in the 

section "recommended books" of the museum.The Romanian group suggested the following 

books: Night  by Elie Wiesel, Holigan’s return by Norman Manea, Matei Visniec- the poem The 

ship. The other partners from France, United Kingdom and Germany suggested Stasiland by 

Anna Funder and Journal d'Hélène Berr. 

Impressions of  the books 

Night by Elie Wiesel is one of the few books that had a tremendous emotional impact on 

me… it's impossible not to be moved by the horrific fate of the Jews,the fact that the SS shot 

people without a shadow of regret, incinerated babies and made those living in camps not to find 

reasons to live. I see this book as a reflection on the human condition. Young Eliezer, is at first 

happy, then he becomes confused, and during the "living" in camps he learns what's frustration, 

hunger, thirst, pain, cold, and most importantly LONELINESS. The way in which the author 

describes his father’s death and his attitude in front of his torment is frightful: ”Free at least!”. 

‘To write such a book, given that you were one of the unfortunate protagonists, you need a huge 

dose of power. It's admirable that Elie Wiesel did not want this dark part of history to be 

forgotten, he denied that the suffering of those people to be overlooked.’Anamaria  Chihaia  

‘I never..never thought a man could do so much harm to people both physically and mentally; 

pain, torment, suffering are the worst words that can describe what Jews have endured over the 

years give – in the concentration camps’. ‘This book impressed me a lot.  I learned to appreciate 

my life that I have and not complain of my shortcomings. Eliezer's life touched me to tears. I 

went through all possible states, I was angry, frustrated, angry ... I looked like a horror 

movie’.Emanuela Bolea  

Marie Goulaux on Journal d'Hélène Berr and Night by Elie Wiesel 

What did you feel while reading these books? 

Marie: For the Journal d'Hélène Berr : this book is a diary and it is an excellent testimony. 

Everything is written at the precise moment when Hélène goes through these events. It is a day 

by day testimony. We have the dates, days, time of the day. I was moved by the way she says she 

feels. It makes us feel as if we were into her shoes at this precise moment when horrible things 

took place. The descriptions are written in a very precise way which we understand well. We can 

picture everything. The fact that it is a true story, a testimony is incredible. It is incredible to 

think that she was writing her diary just for herself as it is supposed to be for a diary. (when you 

think now that thousands of people have read it). It enables us to understand things we would not 
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be able to imagine. We realize how the Second World War was devastating for some people (on 

the moral level and when we think of brainwashing too). 

As for Night by Elie Wiesel I think this testimony is quite difficult to read. It is completely 

different from the Journal d'Hélène Berr. The author brings testimonies from the camps. When I 

read the book I had two questions in mind: How can people be so insensible? How can some 

human beings be so horrible with other human beings? The descriptions are quite blunt but real. 

They enable to denounce the horror deported people went through. I felt a lot of anxiety and 

sadness in Wiesel's writing. In fact we have talked about the responsibility of Nazis and German 

people but for us who have not gone through this, it is difficult to realize those atrocities. This 

kind of testimony makes us realize that. As for myself, the idea to go through what Elie Wiesel 

went through in the different camps scares me. I think those kinds of books makes us think and 

lead us to make sure these horrible things will never happen again. 

 

Can you tell us about one moment in the book which moved/struck you particularly? 

 

Marie : For Journal d'Hélène Berr one of the most striking passage was when she says that 

people who used to talk to her or smiled at her in the street stopped talking to her or smiling at 

her once they knew she was Jewish. Once she wore the star of David the people started averting 

their eyes. 

For Elie Wiesel I have to say that the entire book touched me. There was first this moment in the 

train with the woman who was separated from her husband who keeps screaming and who 

breaks down. I could hear her cries reading the book. I was shocked when I read about people 

pouncing on bread. The passage when Germans throw away dead people from the train 

whenever it stopped. This part particularly upset me. At some point when they had to flee after 

the Russians arrived, when they were forced to run in the night in the snow and when one of his 

friends left his father behind as he has become a burden for him, that moment was terrible. 

Wiesel had sworn he would never do the same but in the end he is not sure of what to do with his 

father and feels that he might have let him down. 

 

The Hooligan’s Return by Norman Manea – Sabina Tanasa ‘With  this book I learnt a lot 

about the Romanian past. I can say that I changed my opinion about the 20th century and I 

learnt that the Communism was a very sad period in our history because people couldn't have 

liberty and secrets, many close friends and members of a family were police informers. The 

Police Communist Security destroyed the life of suspect people and the life of their families. I 

was impressed when I read about the sad events in the writer’s childhood when people suffered 

because of the Nazism and were deported, and then they hoped the new regime would be a better 

one, more humane but in fact it proved to be as worst as the first one if not even more deceiving 

and dangerous. Having survived the Holocaust, Manea must next survive the repressions of the 

Ceausescu regime.’ 

 


